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What types of wildlife use Caves?

• Under ground all the time 
(Troglobites)

• Invertebrates, Fish, 
Salamanders

• Use caves for part of their 
lifecycle (Troglophiles)

• Both vertebrates and 
invertebrates 

• Occasionally enter caves 
(Trogloxenes)

• Bears, Mountain Lions, 
Cavers, etc. 



Terrestrial Invertebrates
• Harvestman

• Endemic species?: L&C 
caverns, Mill Cr. Crystal 
Cave, Mystery Cave

• Above ground species 
overwinter

Sclerobunus spp. 



Terrestrial Invertebrates
• Springtails*

• L&C caverns



Terrestrial Invertebrates
• Cave Crickets



Terrestrial Invertebrates
• Millipedes?
• Pseudoscorpions?



Aquatic Invertebrates

• Glacier NP caves best 
studied

• MTNHP
• Big Fork High School  Cave Club

• Amphipods →
• Isopods ↓ 

Big Fork Highschool Cave Club
http://bigforkhighschoolcaveclub.weebl
y.com/montanas-caves.html



Aquatic Invertebrates
• Glacier NP caves best studied

• MTNHP, Big Fork Cave Club

• Planarian Worms



Butterflies/ Moths

1. Herald Moths
2. Tissue Moths 
3. Milbert’s Tortoiseshell
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Woodrats



Bats



Types of Bats
• Myotis species →
• Big Brown Bats ↓



Types of Bats
• Townsend’s Big-eared



Conservation of Cave Biota
• Avoid disturbance
• Leave No Trace
• In winter avoid bat 

hibernacula
• Bat species sensitive 

during hibernation (Nov-
March)

• Maternity roost of 
Townsends Big-eared 
Bats May-July

• Document your 
observation(s)



What should you do if you see one of 
these animals 
(Shameless plea for data...)
• Take a photo (or 10)
• Note on trip report

• Grotto is a critical partner in bat research in the state
• Turn a recreational trip into an important bat survey 

with little extra effort

• Let me know if you see any animals 
• Dbachen@mt.gov, 406-444-3586

mailto:Dbachen@mt.gov
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