
Leveraging Community Science to Increase 
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• Maintained by California Academy of 
Sciences and National Geographic

• Community Science database
• User generated consensus 

identifications
• AI driven species identifications
• Companion applications
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• Cornell Lab of Ornithology
• Database of bird observations

• Point Count
• Traveling Count
• Incidental Observations

• Other Birding tools
• Over 1,000,000,000 

observations
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• Incidental observation of unidentified plant
• Identified via iNaturalist as Small-flower 

Columbine - SOC S2S3
• First observation submitted for area since 

1991
• Confirmed presence within SO
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• Previous range boundary 
in red

• Current range extended 
west based on iNat 
observation (arrow)

• Predicted habitat in 
yellow and orange

Detections of rare or under-surveyed 
species can 
• Aid in refinement of range maps 
• Inform predicted habitat suitability models 
• Refine status ranks
• Identify areas in need of survey
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• Observations of nonnative species can track 
invasion/spread

• Comments can provide context as to why this 
species is present

From an observation in Idaho
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Federal and State Agencies, 
Tribes, Private Consultants, NGOs



iNaturalist Resources
• Seek by iNaturalist for assistance with identification

‒ https://www.inaturalist.org/pages/seek_app

• iNaturalist Resources for observers
‒ https://www.inaturalist.org/pages/video+tutorials

• Montana Natural Heritage Observations Project
‒ https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/montana-natural-heritage-observations 

• How to submit data to the Montana Natural Heritage Observations Project
‒ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uiXwDiAuXxw 

• Individuals with expertise willing to be tagged to assist with ID in Montana
‒ Scott Mincemoyer (vascular plants): @scott_mt
‒ Peter Achuff (vascular plants): @plachuff
‒ Kenda Herman (vascular plants): @kendarae
‒ Dan Bachen (general resource, vertebrates): @dbachen
‒ Bryce Maxell (general resource, vertebrates): @bmaxell
‒ Alexis McEwan (amphibians, reptiles): @lex_13
‒ Bo Crees (birds): @bocrees
‒ Ian Foley (invertebrates): @ian26
‒ Noah Siegel (fungi): @noah_siegel
‒ Ryan Patrick (fungi): @biglaughinggym 11

Questions? dbachen@mt.gov

https://www.inaturalist.org/pages/seek_app
https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/montana-natural-heritage-observations
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uiXwDiAuXxw
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